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INTERNAL
Uzbek President signed a decree for improving Uzbekistan ranking in the annual Ease of Doing Business index by World Bank. The decree set the goal to reach the top 20 in Doing Business Index by 2022.

Uzberk President signed a resolution for taking measures to improve the efficiency of work to ensure employment of the population. Under these measures, the individual entrepreneurs will receive number of benefits like tax exemption, microcredits etc.

In accordance with Presidential resolution on measures to develop nuclear energy, the Agency for Development of Nuclear Energy under the Cabinet of Ministers has been created.
The Ministry of Justice and the General Prosecutor’s Office of Uzbekistan developed a draft presidential decree to further improve the investment climate in the country, encourage direct investment, and strengthen investor confidence.
New small enterprises:  In January-June of 2018, 25,900 new small enterprises and micro-firms (without dehkan farms and farms) were opened in Uzbekistan, which is 8.6% more than in the same period of 2017. The largest number was formed in the area of trade (23.2%), industry (22.0%), construction (12.7%), agriculture, forestry and fisheries (12.4%), living and feeding (7.7%), transportation and storage (3.9%). In January-June, 2018, the share of small business in GDP was 49.2% (54.3% in January-June 2017). (The State Statistical Committee of Uzbekistan)
Appointments:
Mr. Aziz Voitov was appointed as the Chairman of the Board of JSCB Uzpromstroybank.

EXTERNAL

Uzbekistan- China: Uzbekistan plans to export 20,000 tonnes of sweet cherry to China in 2019. The country began the supply of cherry to China in 2018.
Uzbekistan- Germany: Plaza Hotelgroup GmbH (Germany) plans to invest in Uzbekistan to create a hotel chain under the Best Western brand.
Uzbekistan- France: Uzbek Deputy PM headed a delegation to France to attend 7th IGC on trade and economic relations. The first trade house of Uzbekistan in France, UzFranceTrade, was opened in Paris. It will have a showroom displaying wide range of Uzbek products.

Uzbekistan- Russia: The Russian company LUKOIL plans to increase gas production in Uzbekistan to 19 billion cubic meters a year in 2019. It produced 9.09 billion cubic meters of gas in 2017 and estimated to produce 14.6 billion cubic meters in 2018. Russia’s Irkutsk region proposed to arrange direct supplies of fruits and vegetables from Uzbekistan.

Uzbekistan- Afghanistan: The Ministry for Foreign Trade hosted a meeting with Afghan delegation and discussed issues of bilateral cooperation in trade and economy. The Uzbek side proposed to Afghan investors public-private partnerships and creation of a border trade zone and the Afghan side proposed to establish a free trade regime between both countries.

Uzbekistan- Hungary: A delegation of Navoi region visited Hungary to establish close trade and economic cooperation between regions and attract Hungarian investments to Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan and Hungary agreed to implement 2 projects involving Hungarian investments worth US$1.5 million.

Uzbekistan-World Bank: The visiting World Bank Vice President held bilateral meeting with Uzbek President and other dignitaries. He reconfirmed the World Bank Group’s strong commitment to support Uzbekistan as it goes through a major economic and social transformation. The World Bank current investment portfolio in Uzbekistan consists of 18 projects, totaling over US$ 3.3 billion. The Digital Central Asia – South Asia (CASA) Program is being implemented by the World Bank Group and is designed to improve broadband connectivity in the landlocked countries of Central Asia and parts of South Asia.
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