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You can get waiting periods waived in Group Health Insurance
A standard individual health insurance policy would have several waiting periods for specified reasons
and diseases. One of the biggest advantages of having a group health insurance (group mediclaim) is
that these waiting periods can be done away with. It is important to understand the implications of the
different waiting periods.

30 days waiting period

This is put by the Insurer to ensure that the policy was not taken for a planned surgery to be done
immediately after purchase of the policy. Hence, during this period only emergency hospitalization and
accident cases are covered. All other hospitalization cases are not covered for the first 30 days since  the
inception of the policy. This condition can be waived off, if desired.

One year waiting period

There are several high incidence ailments that are excluded by the Insurer under this clause. This
includes Kidney Stones, Gall bladder, Cataract etc. The list of ailments varies between different Insurers.



Owing to this condition, the member cannot claim this benefit until the expiry of 1 year in the plan.  This
condition too can be put aside, if desired.

Two years and 4 years waiting periods

Several insurers extend the waiting period for the above discussed ailments up to 2 years and 4 years
respectively. This condition can also be done away with, if desired.

9 months waiting period for maternity

The group health insurance policies that provide maternity benefits have a nine months waiting period
before a person can claim any benefit. If the company so desires this waiting period can also be done
away with and the member can be made eligible to claim maternity benefit from Day 1.

Conclusion

The above were some frequently enquired aspects on waiting period. It is critical for employers to
choose an expert, i.e., an Insurance Broker to help design the policy benefits accordingly.

If you have any more detailed questions, feel free to contact SecureNow Insurance Broker.
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